
February 27, 2023

The leadership of the Religious Education Association mourns and grieves the
loss of life over the last few weeks.

● The shooting in Monterey Park during the Lunar New Year and the
loss of 11 lives.

● The violent death of Tyre Nichols at the hands of Memphis Police
officers.

● Nationwide increasing numbers of victims of gun violence, and the
death of three Michigan State University students.

● The death and turmoil in Israel and the West Bank.
● The devastating earthquake in Turkey and Syria, and the loss of over

46.000 lives.
● The drought in Ethiopia where no crops are possible and where hunger

and starvation is a daily reality for millions.
● The terrible war in Ukraine and the needless violence and destruction

imposed on the Ukrainian people.
● The once in a century floods and earthquakes in Aotearoa New

Zealand and the fires out of control in Australia.

As a guild of scholars and practitioners, our members are part of and close to
many of the communities affected by the violence. The guild strives to be a
place where those caregivers, first responders, practitioners, and community
members most affected by the violence can learn from one another, care for
one another, and be supported in their work through prayer and the love of
humanity.

Sincerely,
The Board of Directors of the Religious Education Association

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/community-seeks-answers-after-deadly-lunar-new-year-shooting-in-california
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/tyre-nichols-remembered-as-kind-joyful-soul-with-creative-eye
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/news-wrap-tensions-high-after-2nd-shooting-in-jerusalem-wounds-2
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/palestinian-teen-injures-2-with-handgun-day-after-7-killed-in-jerusalem

